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More Ramblings

Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, there will be no Melplash Show this year - sad times.

It is with great regret we cannot as an Association continue with our programme of events for 
you until the foreseeable future, when this awful pandemic is over and safe to do so.  We are 
particularly upset that we could not complete the Beginners Course for the students this year. 
Hopefully we will find a way of completing it for you all.

Our bees in the meantime are, as everyone knows, carrying on as normal - first swarm I heard 
of was 9th April, so keep a watchful on eye on your colonies. I think most of us with out 
apiaries are delighted that we can visit and tend to the bees, plus we are allowed to collect 
swarms observing the official guidelines set out be BBKA & NBU - which I have sent out to all 
and they are on our website and the County Site. 

I do hope that you and your colonies are in good health.

What strange times we are going through. I was one of the people who took home bottles of Trappit for 
other people living in my direction who ordered it. None of the collectors met each other outside my front 
door where I had left the jars, carefully sprayed with Bee Care and Hive Wash disinfectant, in my recycling 
box. Caroline, in view of our solitary behaviour, suggested we rename it Trappist, most suitable I thought, 
and for me it has stuck.
 
I, armed with my trusty camera, am enjoying a daily tea or coffee and/or lunch out on my bench, weather 
permitting, with a small clotted cream container with a piece of paper towel in the bottom liberally soaked 
in Trappist near me awaiting companions. When finished I put the lid back on and wander back to continue 
my seemingly endless work sterilizing, cleaning, or making up frames, waxing frames, cleaning up wax in 
the Aga or trying to get plants repotted. Where does the time go?

We all need to do our bit to detect the wretched yellow-legged invaders before they become established and 
devastate bees and other invertebrates, which will make life even more difficult for our wild birds as many 
need those invertebrates to rear their young. The birdsong has been wonderful this year, perhaps because 
aeroplane and traffic noise is mightily decreased, so that I can hear them so much more clearly. It was 
wonderful to hear the chattering of the first swallow; summer has come! If only my neighbours would desist 
from mowing their lawns twice a week it would be even better. The rooks 
have been a bit of a pain raiding my feeders, probably because the ground 
has dried up making foraging much more difficult for them. My leaking 
pond also dried up so one day when I went out of the back door there 
were bees desperately flying around, almost like a swarm. Refilling 
their three drinking trays soon settled them down nicely and the normal 
busy hum restarted. Since then it has been twice daily refills. On the 23rd 
April I noticed a lot of the tanker bees had been stood down. The odds are 
there is a good nectar flow on here! So a prompt to check superage.

http://www.dorsetbees.org.uk
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If anyone tells you or writes that beekeeping is easy, they are not a beekeeper and are an idiot of the 
first order. Beekeeping is hard, requires a lot of time, thought, decision-making and energy, and can 
cause a lot of emotions. Misery is how I describe killing a colony. It is dreadful, though necessary 
sometimes, but still a black day. Uniting when a queen fails or is poor is not so bad, but if she is the 
last of her line and like me you can remember her mother, grandmother etc then it is sad. Perhaps for 
you she might be the only daughter and descendant of the swarm you shook off that dangerously high 
branch where a rung on that ladder you foolishly borrowed broke, or of the swarm you removed from 
a building. Clearing and cleaning the hive afterwards for me can be sentimental. For instance, that 
crown board my mother made from marine ply my father carted away from the local boatyard. The 
owner gave permission but didn’t expect him to take so much -- some rather large offcuts which 
would have been very useful to him. Father used some of it to build nest boxes for the deep litter 
chickens, also seed trays for the market garden. Mum made crown boards and also dummies when 
replacing her canvas quilts.
 
Also that brood box bought from a retiring beekeeper in Beaminster. The boxes he built are inspired. 
They have wooden runners and a deep area under the lugs, so reducing the likelihood of damaging 
bees when replacing frames.
 
The other emotions are joy and relief that your other colonies are strong, healthy and demanding, as 
they need space and will soon be up to mischief and wanting to move and set up a new home.
The season started with a bang for me and I was desperately trying to catch up with all their work 
needing to be done, steam-extracting old frames, waxing frames, changing and boiling up ends, 
preparing and putting on supers, painting lifts etc. Then the weather came to my aid and the bees had 
a short brood break when the weather cooled over Easter. One of mine even produced supersedure 
queen cells but tore them down when the rain and warmer weather returned. Brian and I both had 
problems with unhappy following bees, ones that also continually buzzed round the veil while one 
was inspecting other colonies in the apiary. One colony of Brian’s even took exception to the 
neighbours’ digger being used to move rocks from a collapsed wall in the adjacent garden. I 
sympathised with the bees – beastly, noisy, vibrating, banging things, diggers. I might have gone 
round and complained too! I wouldn’t have stung them though. All settled down with the return of 
the sunny warmer weather. Some colonies like humans are warm weather creatures and get stressed 
and crabby when it is cold, others work whatever the temperature and cope better. Some start the 
season with a bang and others build up more slowly. They are amazing, all of them.

These girls have found heaven -- a Cloth of Gold or 
Field of Dreams perhaps. What an amazing plant, 
pollinated by bees to produce more flowers for bees 
and clocks for children of any age!
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Some of my girls had worked hard to produce some wild comb, as I hadn’t yet put a dummy board in. So rather 
than trash their work and melt it down I cut it out carefully and as you can see made up three super frames. The 
bees will seal it in properly and build more comb round it to complete the comb. Best to alternate with 
foundation or drawn comb to discourage any freelance architecture! Great for cut comb later or for extraction 
in a radial extractor; also fun to do. You do need to do it when it’s warm, otherwise it will be brittle!

 

Hope you all read Kevin’s excellent piece in Honeycraft (well done to WD for getting it put online, and also to 
the Editor for doing such an inspired job). Do please inspect your colonies carefully for disease and if you 
suspect a problem take some photos and send them to him. We mustn’t let foulbrood get a hold round here. 
Covid-19 is bad enough for us but foulbrood is worse for them.
 
My best wishes to you and your bees
 
Sarah More

LIQUID GOLD by ROGER MORGAN-GRENVILLE

As quoted in the Telegraph:  ‘Bees and the Pursuit of Midlife Honey’

How true that is. A few of us were lucky enough to have had the 
pleasure of reading this book before it went to print as a relative of 
Roger’s lives in West Dorset and gave us the book.  It is one of those 
books that once you start reading you cannot put down, especially if 
you are a beekeeper, as so many little things relate to what most of us 
have done rightly or wrongly during our beekeeping!  It certainly made 
me laugh and agree with so many things written.  It will make a good 
present for anyone in the beekeeping world.

Quick read but worth it.

Carole Brown Sec 
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A beekeeper for Pilsdon 
The Pilsdon Community looks a3er people going through a crisis in their lives. The beau;ful site has organic 
orchards, meadows, beehives and a colony of bees – but un;l recently was lacking a beekeeper. Although some 
residents and visitors had expressed an interest in looking a3er the bees, nobody lived there long enough to 
provide reliable, con;nuous husbandry. The WDBKA was ready to help but, sadly, many colonies were lost, for lack 
of experienced care. 

So last year, as the nearest beekeeper, I was asked to look a3er a new 
colony that had moved into one of the hives in the summer. And I quickly 
discovered that just down the road, at a nearby farm, lived a young  man 
called Cyrus Bailey who, a few years ago, was a keen member of the 
Marshwood School beekeeping club. He is now 14. 

The staff at Pilsdon kindly collected together all the equipment they had 
bought for the bees over the years, which included several beesuits. Cyrus 
and I met there in late March, joined by Cyrus’s mother Georgina, and we 
decided the bees needed a good spring-clean. I had to stay two metres 
away from the others, so I had a quick look and then gave direc;ons from 
a distance. Cyrus did the heavy li3ing, and removed and replaced the dirty 
old floor of the hive. He also, with Georgina’s help, took off and sorted out 
the top brood box which was full of old, winter honey. We decided to give 
most of this to the Pilsdon cooks, with advice as to how to melt it down 
and extract it. Cyrus and his mum then went through the lower brood box, 
finding six frames of brood. They gave the bees a clean, new box and I 
suggested Cyrus have another look, to see if he could find the queen bee. 
There was a moment of great excitement for all of us when he did find her, and I suggested he mark her so she 
would be easy to find again. I have to admit that at this point I asked the other two to stand away so I could put the 
crown of thorns safely over the queen, but Cyrus was the one who then stepped up and marked her thorax with a 
white dot. Yes, it is the wrong colour for this year – but it was the only one I had. There was a moment of 
uncertainty when, from my distance, I called out: “Be careful not to touch her abdomen, Cyrus. Go for the thorax.” 
Then realised that his memory of primary school beekeeping was rusty and he needed to be reminded which was 
which. But all went well. 

At our next visit, it was clear that the bees needed more space. Whether to give them a super, or go for a double 
brood box? Cyrus decided to increase the brood area so that is what he did. There was a bad moment when we 
realised that Pilsdon had invested in two different sizes of box… but we did eventually manage to find equipment 
that matched.  

That was the fun bit. The bees had been le3 to themselves for a few years and there is an impressive pile of dirty 
equipment to be cleaned and sterilised. This will probably best be done at the farm where Cyrus lives. I’ll need to 
show him what to do, while keeping a distance. 

I shall con;nue to go to Pilsdon regularly, give advice and oversee the apiary. But Cyrus is the beekeeper, and 
confidently looks forward to looking a3er the bees all summer. Eventually perhaps we’ll be able to harvest some 
honey. The equipment and the bees all belong to the Pilsdon Community, so we have agreed with them that half 
the honey harvest goes to them, and half to us. If Cyrus does all the work, he will get all of our share. Watch this 
space. I will report later on how we get on. 

Kindly by Caroline Dilke 
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MOVING YOUR BEES 

Remember that when moving an established colony of bees, it must be less than three feet or 
more than three miles away, otherwise the foragers return to their old site, and it takes the colony 
three weeks to forget their old location! 

My bees are all in 14x12 Nationals with varroa trays which simplifies things for me but apart 
from WBCs all hives are much the same to transport -  some heavier than others. 

So to move bees to a new site, prepare the new site with tested access in all weathers, and 
a safe, secure, level stand already in place. 

I like to move bees over two days; at the original site prepare the hive for moving, 
If possible reduce the colony to one brood box and no supers, remove the varroa tray, and 
close up and tape any crown board openings. At this stage get as many frames and/or a dummy 
board into the brood box so that frames cannot swing around and crush bees while in transit. If 
they don’t have a varroa floor and tray that you can remove you will have to acquire a perforated 
travel screen to replace the crown board; you must do one or the other as once sealed up a 
colony of bees will quickly overheat and asphyxiate without adequate ventilation. For lengthy/hot 
moves you really do need a travel screen as this allows you to drip water via a cloth onto them, 
giving them a drink and keeping them cool. Do remember that once the varroa tray is out, if you 
pick up the hive and fingers stray onto the wire mesh underneath, they will get stung, If you 
forget, DON’T drop the hive. 

With the roof off and crown board sealed get two straps under the hive, across rather than fore 
and aft, but not tightened yet. Replace roof and wait for the end of foraging which can be late and 
dark, which is why it’s best to move over two days so you are moving into the new site in daylight 
not at dead of night with only car headlights to guide you! When you are sure everybody is tucked 
up, tape over the entrance in one quick move with duct tape, then run a second layer of tape over 
that and take it right round the hive over the floor and brood box join.  Now you can remove the 
varroa tray if you haven’t already, tighten the straps and now replace the roof over the straps 
making sure the strap buckles don’t obstruct the roof. This way the tension is right where you 
want it: floor, broodbox and crown board, without putting undue pressure on the roof, which can 
be taken off to lighten the load when lifting the hive into your car, although I put the roof back on 
for transit. That’s more secure and saves forgetting it! Don’t forget the varroa tray either, and 
don’t mix up trays if moving more than one at a time as all the trays seem to be a bit different! 

Depending on your situation you can leave the hive all strapped and taped up where it is until the 
morning or load it into the car ready for the next morning, but leave the boot or windows open to 
stop the bees overheating if leaving them in the car overnight. Warm way or cold way? I try for 
cold way to minimize braking and accelerating effects; warm way saves cornering effects, 
depends how you drive. 

After a nice steady drive to their new site (with you wearing a bee suit, just in case!) remove the 
roof, gently unload and carry or wheelbarrow to the site and position carefully, bee-suit veil on 
properly now, and loosen the straps and replace the roof. It’s up to you whether you re-strap the 
hive or remove one or both straps, but first you need to remove the tape closing the entrance. 
That is not always possible but if you can, leave for a while before doing this to let them calm 
down after the journey. It is a good idea to obstruct the entrance with some grass so that they 
know something is different and check their surroundings before just flying out and getting lost. 

If you have your timings and distances right and have chosen a nice site for them they should 
soon settle down, get their bearings and be fine. I like to give them a few days before opening 
them up just to check all is well, which it invariably is. 

Kindly by Brian Godfrey 
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Brian’s little project with the Asian Hornet Trap

Trappit check: I found that the VITSA traps with just a smear of Trappit inside attract things without 
killing them. I think I have seen the same queen wasp four days running so have marked her with 
green marker just to see if it is the same one. She seems friendly enough!!

Asian Hornet update
 
Many thanks to all those who have bought Trappit and put out bait stations or traps. We have 36 
sites spread across West Dorset and pushing into Devon and Somerset. Our friends in the rest of 
Dorset and the New Forest have also put up traps and bait stations.
 
It is important to put some sponge or similar in the bottom of the trap to stop insects drowning. My 
record is 24 queen wasps caught and released in one day without loss! This 
picture is of a released queen wasp cleaning herself before flying off.
 
The queen wasps and hornets are desperate for sugars to build their 
energy levels so at the moment the best attractant, other than Trappit, is a 
mixture of jam, fruit juice, cola (not diet) etc with a splash of vinegar to 
dissuade bees. To date in the last two years I have not had a single bee in 
my two traps.
 
As the summer progresses, traps need to use meat of some sort as the 
worker hornets (and wasps) are looking for protein. I have seen wasps strip 
a gooseberry bush of caterpillars almost too heavy for them to carry.
 
In late summer, it’s back to sugary mixtures as we have all experienced wasps trying to steal 
honey.
 
It would be good to see pictures of what people see in their traps or bait stations. Could you send 
pictures to Sally for the website, or to Peter Crabbe for identification. There is an amusing article 
in this month’s Beecraft about being called to remove vicious hoverflies and dragonflies 
masquerading as hornets.
 
Contact Peter for any advice      Petercrabbe@btinternet.com    mobile 07484 103 055

mailto:Petercrabbe@btinternet.com
mailto:Petercrabbe@btinternet.com
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Apiary Update April 2020
What a difference a month has made. At the beginning of April we shook out the two 
colonies with failed queens leaving five to go forward for 2020. By the end of the month 
several of the colonies had their fourth super and two had started to make queen cells so 
have been split.


Colony 2 had a new queen following a swarm manipulation last year. She was marked green 
and was taken to Melplash for one of the observation hives. She had not been spotted since 
and in the middle of April an unmarked queen was found so presumably she was 
superseded in September.


We have had to remove many frames of stores which were not used over the winter and 
were taking up space in the brood nest leaving nowhere for the queen to lay.


The current colony count is as follows:


Colony 2. 14x12 Poly hive 
2019 queen from late supersedure of Exmoor bees queen daughter. Very active and on their 
fourth super.


Colony 3. 14x12 Wood hive 
2018 Exmoor bees queen. Multiple queen cells at the end of April. The queen is now in a nuc 
and there are queen cells in another nuc and in the original hive. This colony has dropped a 
lot of varroa and required a spring treatment with Varromed.


Colony 4. National Brood and half 
2019 queen - daughter of Chedington black bees. This hive has been slow to build up as 
was her mother. We have had to remove stores frames to give the queen space. She still 
only has one super.


Colony 5. National Brood and half 
2019 queen, daughter of Beaminster swarm. Now have 
two supers.


Colony 8. National Brood and half 
These bees have not been very good-tempered and the 
queen has been putting eggs in queen cups all month. 
Eventually we did a vertical split of the brood nest with 
the queen at the bottom in the deep brood and the half 
brood with all the queen cells on top with a side 
entrance. We hadn’t realised how tall it would end up 
with all the supers included so will need to take a step 
ladder next time we check them!


It has been fascinating to see how differently the bees 
from different colonies have performed and behaved in 
the same Apiary. The new cabins have made working at 
the Apiary so much easier and will be a great asset when 
we can eventually start our meetings there again.
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Secretary: Carole Brown 11 North Hill Way, Bridport, Dorset DT6 4JX
Tel 01308 456210 email secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk

SWARMS
 If you would like to go on the WDBKA 
swarm list for 2020 please let me know 

either by phone or email  -  

01308 456210 
secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk 

MAY varroa count - Consider controls for more than 1 mite per day
FERA/Managing Varroa Booklet See page 34/35 - figure 54

Terry, one of our committee members, has been using up some of his bright 
paint during Lockdown!  I wonder if the bees will find their way home more easily 
with a colourful new entrance?

Our Brian has been playing around too with new 
equipment - painting everything green!
Latest beekeeping kit he is pleased with is a 
small height adjustable, lightweight, stable camping 
table from a DIY store for not much.
But it takes a roof, and two heavy supers, plus 
room for a smoker
Saves an awful lot of heavy lifting and bending and 
folds up flat for travel.
It’s a lot more stable than it looks in my pic.
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