NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER 2018
www.westdorsetbees.org.uk

WDBKA AGM TUESDAY 13th November
Christian Fellowship Hall Bridport DT6 3QD

Please join us at 7.30pm for an update on the Asian Hornet by Kevin Pope SBI.
Followed by the AGM

More Ramblings
I do hope that you and your colonies are thriving and in good health.
What lovely weather we’ve been having. The bees have been coming back laden with ivy nectar
and pollen. But we’ll need to watch out after Christmas for heavy colonies that may be starving
because they can’t use the now powdery
ivy honey. I’ve seen a little bee, the Ivy
Bee, a solitary bee slightly smaller but
more stripy than a honeybee. I saw it
first about five years ago. It came into
Dorset in 2001 probably from the
Channel Isles. It was recognized
scientifically only in the 1990s.
Why are humans so keen on killing? We
are encouraged by big companies to kill
germs on surfaces, in our mouths and in our loos. Germs are seen as bad. The companies want
our money. I am fortunate enough to have a septic tank and have learnt to treat with consideration
the organisms in it that digest my waste. I learnt long ago that I am not ‘I’ but ‘we’; that the
organisms on and in me, my microbiota, protect me from disease organisms, digest my food and
even influence my decisions. This is so for all creatures including our bees. So the supraorganism
(as Prof Robert Pickard refers) called the Honeybee colony consists not only of the bees and
comb but also the microbes on and in them. Without these microbes, the bees, like us, could not
exist.
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Amongst other things they protect them, make their pollen into bee bread, invert the nectar into
glucose and fructose and digest their food.
Now it seems that these organisms also determine the longevity of the bees. There was a
snippet in the BBKA News (page 329) about research work from Arizona about the microbiome
being different in queens, which they think makes them live longer than their worker sisters. It
also mentions a possible reason for the early failure of queens. The research paper is rather
indigestible but worth a read in front of a nice log fire.
Another bit of research has found that feeding a specific fungus to colonies reduces levels of
deformed wing virus and another virus in the bees. I suppose what I am trying to say is: we
humans need to stop contaminating our environment, not only with plastic, pesticides,
fungicides and herbicides but also with disinfectants and bactericides. We need to think that the
majority of organisms, like humans, are good, not bad.
Last month I updated you on certain things I was trialling. This month I thought I would talk
about propolis. Now, as you know, in the wild, honeybees line their cavity with propolis. So this
year I decided to let the bees do their own thing with this substance that they gather with so
much assiduity. I tried to encourage lining of the brood boxes in two ways. 1) I scratched the
inside of the walls with a rasp. 2) I made the inner wall rough by painting with either milk and
flour or water and flour and then sprinkling sawdust over it when it was still wet. I didn’t do
enough with the rasped boxes so can’t report on them. The sawdust ones both gave the bees
plenty of work -- as they removed quite a bit of the sawdust, which I found on the tray -- but it
did lead to some propolising. I will continue to line/rasp my boxes next year and try to confirm
which works best.
I also decided to scrape the bottom and top only if there was a squashed bee there, and scorch
that place. I didn’t scrape and scorch the other areas and I wasn’t going to scrape and sterilize
frames and spacers unless they were bound for a different apiary. The bees put plenty of
propolis everywhere. It did make inspections jerkier as frames didn’t move easily along the
runners and propolis seals needed cracking -- not the best experience for the bees -- but maybe
they will be healthier.
I was interested to see that when I put some Vaselined spacers on the brood frames in the
bees’ presence, they got very agitated. They didn’t react the same with non Vaseline-ed ones.
Spacers that I took off frames I put on the crown board with the feedholes open, to see if the
bees would recycle the propolis. I also left some queen excluders on the crown board (which
you can with a WBC) after removal for the winter to see if they removed the propolis too. The
result, as with most things, was that some colonies did and some didn’t! Did it make the bees
healthier? I’ve no idea; time will tell. Disease was not a problem here this summer, probably
because of the favourable weather. August and September were difficult for them as they had
little income unless you fed them. If you didn’t and they were short of income, the larvae may
not have been well fed so may not last the winter. We will see next spring.
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As I always keep the dread of foulbrood at the front of my mind, I think it’s not a good idea to
leave boxes etc unscorched or sterilized if you are moving boxes between different hives
and apiaries, and only ever do it if you are 100% sure there is no disease. It would be so
easy to spread a foulbrood this way. I mark the boxes and keep them for that hive only, and if
a hive died out everything would be sterilized. Dread, yes, the awful decision of whether to
put them on to new comb if possible or destroy all the colonies in the apiary to get rid of it. I
have heard some people wish they’d taken the second option sooner. I know my colonies so
well and their ancestors, many generations back, so it would seem to me like killing
members of my extended family. You may not feel that way about your bees but your
neighbouring beekeepers may, so to please everyone, get to know the signs of foulbrood,
inspect for them at least twice a year and report any suspicion. We had no foulbrood here
this year but London had a bad time as up there the nectar flows finished in June and the
bees got very stressed as they had little or no income so were susceptible to disease. There
was a lot of robbing, too, which meant it was spread to other colonies, both feral and
domestic. Beekeepers also unknowingly spread it and maybe some didn’t care.
Please don’t neglect your colonies, and keep only big, healthy, strong, heavy ones -- with a
small entrance. Kevin Pope, who works so hard to keep our bees healthy, and the rest of us
beekeepers, want to keep levels of disease down to a minimum.
Please register on Bee Base so Kevin knows where to find colonies. Next year Dorset is
holding a Bee Health Day so do come along and see diseased frames so that you can
recognize the diseases. If you have been to a Bee Health Day before then why not go along
to refresh your memory? We must all do our bit. At the AGM next week Kevin will update us
and answer any questions we have.
Happy beekeeping, and my best wishes to you and your bees.
Kindly by Sarah More

NATIONAL HONEY SHOW
Several of us went up to the show at Sandown Park Race Course - we had great
time. The speakers, trade stands and workshops were very good - think about it for
next year, well worth a day trip or longer if you can spare the time.
Here are a few photos of the day that caught my eye!
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GROVES APPLE DAY 21ST OCTOBER
We asked again to go along to their Apple Day, which clashed sadly with the Dorset
Convention but we did have eight willing members to man our event which was super many
thanks to them - I am sure they did not mind as the weather was super - as you can see
Sarah and Liz sat in the sun getting a tan!!

WDBKA AGM 13th November 7.30pm
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP HALL BRIDPORT DT6 3QD

Kevin Pope SBI is coming to give us an update on the Asian Hornet
Please come and support your committee at the AGM.
Do not forget this Association is run by volunteers giving up their time to help beekeepers of
the group and promote beekeeping in West Dorset.
If you would like to help in any way by assisting on the committee or if have any special
talents that would be of value to us, please have a chat to a committee member - we would
welcome any new ideas that would benefit the group at any time — after all it is your
Association!
2018 Agenda & 2017 Minutes already sent out to those on email.
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WDBKA Apiary Update
The last Apiary meeting of the season was attended by a select but elite team of
members who did a brilliant end of season tidy up.
The perimeter was been cleared and tidied. All the very old comb in the stacks has
been removed and the remainder treated with acetic acid as wax moth has been so
prevalent this year.
All four hives are ready for winter with fondant and extra insulation on top of the
wooden national hives.
The Apiary Management Team have made an inventory of all the equipment and
updated the Risk Assessment ready for next year.
Carole B and I visited on Monday 29th October to check the hives - all four had
taken the fondant, so we gave them another kilo each. Cleaned off all varroa trays
and replaced. There was evidence of varroa in all hives, the most was in the poly
hive but that is the largest colony.
Kindly report by Carole Astbury

2019 BEGINNERS COURSE
Our annual course for prospective beekeepers will run again in 2019. There are only 25 places
each year and several have already been booked.
We would advise anyone to register their interest as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.
The course is always oversubscribed - it represents excellent value for money and serves as a
comprehensive introduction to beekeeping and the WDBKA network of support.
Beginners' Course 2019
Venue - Bridport Christian Fellowship Hall in East St car park
Cost - £75 - Secure a place with a £10 non-refundable deposit.
Time and dates 7pm - 9.15pm Jan 29th, 5th Feb,(12th Feb is Half Term week, we will have a
session for frames-building & fish& chips) 19th & 26th Feb, March 5th, 12th, 19th: theory part of
the course, followed by practical sessions in the apiary on Saturdays in April and May.
If members are aware of anyone who would like to join the course please refer them to the
secretary Carole Brown, secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk or our website for further details
www.westdorsetbees.org.uk

FONDANT
Any one wanting fondant please contact Sarah More on
Tel 01297 489489
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Interesting Website and Article from the Guardian
Asian Hornet Action Team

ahat.org.uk

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/16/frankenbees-genetically-modifiedpollinators-danger-of-building-a-better-bee

Tried and Tested Apiary Available
Having achieved our aim of reducing the number of apiaries and colonies we manage, David and I are
now re-working our garden apiary so that we can enjoy our bee-watching and beekeeping at home. So,
after nine good years we have just vacated what was a very productive and easily-accessed apiary just
southwest of Netherbury and the land owner would be keen to welcome an ethical beekeeper to manage
bees on this site.
The apiary is fenced off on the outside of a garden boundary and accessed via a gated field. It is
surrounded by organic, or in transition to organic, land and the bees forage from nearby gardens, white
clover fields, and rich hedgerows.
If you are interested in taking over the apiary, please contact David on 07778 981510 who will be able to
put you in touch with the land owner.
Sally Beeson and on behalf of David Smith
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NEW BEEKEEPING YEAR STARTED 1ST OCTOBER
TIME TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP PLEASE
Yes, it’s that time again and I’d like to invite you to renew your membership. We continue to
make the majority of communications by email to keep down costs and again we have kept
fees at the same level for the coming year.

A reminder of benefits of membership is shown on the forms already sent
last month or can be found on the our website www.westdorsetbees.org.uk

WEST DORSET BKA EVENTS COMING SOON ……
DATE

Tuesday
13th

TIME

7.30pm

NOVEMBER

Tuesday 7.30pm
11th
December
Thursday
11th
January

Sunday
20th
January
2019

EVENT

WHERE

DETAILS

WDBKA AGM & Talk by
Kevin Pope SBI

CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP HALL
EAST ST CAR PARK
BRIDPORT
DT6 3QD

Members
Meeting

WDBKA Pre - Christmas
get together

CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP HALL
EAST ST CAR PARK
BRIDPORT
DT6 3 QD

Everyone
welcome

Whitchurch
Canonicorum
Village Hall
DT6 6RF

Everyone
welcome

Dr Gerry Brierley Ph.D MA
Dip.M FCIM

7.30pm

1230pm
for
1pm

on Medicinal Apitherapy: A
journey into the healing hive
plus discussion on Lyme
Disease and bee venom.

New Year get together
Lunch

Bridport & West
Dorset Golf Club
DT6 4PS

Smart casual
dress please
Menu in December
NL

Published for its members by West Dorset Beekeepers Association
Secretary: Carole Brown 11 North Hill Way, Bridport, Dorset DT6 4JX
Tel 01308 456210 email secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk
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