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NEW BEEKEEPING YEAR STARTS 1ST OCTOBER

  TIME TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP PLEASE 

Yes, it’s that time again and I’d like to invite you to renew your membership. We continue to 
make the majority of communications by email to keep down costs and again we have kept 

fees at the same level for the coming year. 

A reminder of benefits of membership is shown on the forms attached. 

NEWSLETTER 
OCTOBER 2018

NATIONAL HONEY SHOW SANDOWN PARK RACE COURSE

It is The 87th National Honey Show   25th October – 27th October 2018  
Open to everyone. 

For more details please go to their website  http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/

Here is Ian Bark,one of 
our members, at the 
Bridport Hat festival, 
with a splendid Bee Hive 
hat. 
W e l l d o n e t o o f o r 
winning a prize on the 
day - well deserved.

WDBKA won this trophy at the Dorchester 
Show this year for the best composite class, 
comprising 1 frame ready for extraction, two 
jars of chunk honey, honey fruit cake and 
two cartons of cut comb.
Thank you to those who contributed.
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I do hope that you and your colonies are thriving and in good health. 

As you will realize, I am not a fan of BBKA exams except the basic one. I am a passionate 
believer in educating oneself about everything to do with bees. I like going to talks, especially 
from university people from here and abroad with new scientific findings, the NBU and also 
from those who like to help their bees, not tell them what to do. The Honey Show talks again 
look very interesting. If you find doing the BBKA courses the way for you, then go ahead. I 
have found most people who become trustees etc of the BBKA are extremely opinionated 
and wonder whether the people who set the exams and answers might not just be the same. 
I have read some dreadful things from “Master Beekeepers” in the magazines and seen them 
do and say questionable things on the TV. Bees know how to run their lives very well and 
adapt what they are doing to their ever-changing environment. I try to be flexible and open to 
what they are trying to do, listen to them, assist them, and be the servant and not the 
“Master”. Beekeepers are so often the bees’ worst enemy.

As I was mixing up yet another batch of syrup I wondered how the sugar factories keep the 
bees out. I also wondered how much honeybee protein there is in both beet and cane sugar if 
they don’t, so should we be feeding it to them? Mad Cow disease was caused by feeding 
improperly treated bovine protein back to bovines; could the sugar cause problems in our 
girls? Do let me know if you know the answer. I will go on feeding sugar if needed, until it is 
proven to be harmful. I was given a Shoo Away -- you can see them on the Internet -- so 
decided to see if honeybees minded it as much as wasps do. They, unlike the wasps, are not 
a problem at alfresco human meals. So I put it near a hive. The guard bees came out in force 
to attack it and the wasps carried on their attempts to get into the hive, so it’s no use to a 
beekeeper as a hive protector!

Last month I wrote about the European hornets 
patrolling the hives and the Myrtle. I am pleased 
to report numerous sightings of them taking 
wasps from outside their two nests in the wall 
cavity by my back door, often three hornets at one 
time. I heard them late in the evening after dark, 
out and about, so I believe that, unlike their 
cousins the wasps, they are nocturnal as well as 
day hunters. This can be a problem if you have 
windows or doors open at night and have a light 
on! Brian finds them in his wasp traps, patiently 
resting on dead wasps awaiting his return when 
they walk up onto his finger and stagger off, 
sometimes using his arm to get some height. I 
spotted this nest in an old rotten tree stump; you 
can see part of the actual nest at the entrance.

More Ramblings
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In February I rambled on about some of the things I am trialling this year. So let me update 
you. I’ll start with spacing. As you will remember, Roger Patterson in a talk said that in the 
wild, bees space the combs 36-38mm apart, which is the width of narrow ends, wider than 
Hoffman spacers (35mm). Hoffman frames after a few cleaning sessions get narrower too. I 
decided, as I had masses of frames, to buy narrow spacers. Kevin had also decided to do it, 
and had asked David Pierce to make wider Hoffman sidebars. I have been converted to use 
spacers in all my brood boxes. Dummy boards have to go, as there is no room for them. The 
frames have a bee space on the outside adjacent to the chamber wall that the bees don’t 
seem to fill, but one does need to be careful when removing the first frame not to roll the 
bees. You could just have one less frame with a dummy. I’ve found it reduces the brace comb 
between the top bars, making it much quicker to get the frames back together. With 
Hoffmans I had to smoke the space to get the bees away from the brace comb so that I didn’t 
squash them. Also I don’t damage any drone capping, as did happen previously if adjacent to 
drone brood on the next frame. As to whether it reduced stress so gave me healthier, happier 
bees, I don’t know. The colonies have been very happy this year with little disease, but this 
may well have been because of the clement weather. I’m hoping it will help reduce cases of 
Chronic Bee Paralysis virus. Next year should give me a better idea, as the weather will be 
different and so will the bees’ management of their colonies.

I gave them plenty of wired frames with just starter strips or wedges again this year, at least 
four in each colony (two in each brood chamber). Both seemed to go down well with the bees 
and they produced as much drone comb and drones as they wanted. They drew mainly 
drone and occasionally some worker cells in them. I put these frames just inside the outer 
store frames with foundation or drawn comb adjacent. They produced beautiful big drones 
this year and lots of them. They are like swallows, I miss them when they have gone, and 
their loss reminds me winter is on the way.

My favoured configuration for overwintering is a single brood box and the first super. No 
dummies or QX. Three colonies this autumn that didn’t want to swarm or I didn’t split, have a 
double brood and a first super. Until now I have overwintered my colonies with the first super 
underneath the brood box(es). This usually means I don’t need a mouse guard, as the super 
is too cool for mice so they don’t go in. Last winter it was so wet I suspect the mice needed 
somewhere dry to survive so I had a number 
of hives with a squatter mouse.  So this 
winter it’s a bee space high entrance made 
with two strips of wood, too narrow for a 
mouse. The first super stays on top; I think 
the bees will be happier eating their way up 
into the first super if necessary over the 
winter. It also means the ivy honey is put 
below and, as Kevin says, with bees it’s last 
in, first out, so the ivy honey may not be so 
much of a problem. I do feed some colonies 
quite a bit of syrup or frames of honey, as I 
like my hives “nailed down”. In the spring 
when the weather is right, I will put on a 
second brood box and a qx after checking the 
queen isn’t in the super. If she has laid in it, it won’t matter as it belongs to the colony 
anyway.
Happy beekeeping, and my best wishes to you and your bees.
Kindly by Sarah More

My thanks to Brian for the photos
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DORSET COUNTY CONVENTION 
SUNDAY 21st October

Please try and make the effort to come along, you will not be disappointed. 
Several of West Dorset members will be going.

At the Blandford School, Milldown Road, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7SQ

Programme for the day 

9.30 Doors Open 

10.00-11.00 Celia Davis to speak on In Self Defence 

11.00 -11.30 Coffee/ tea 

11.30- 12.30 Pam Hunter to speak on The Evolution Of Plants and Insects 

12.30- 1.30 Lunch 

1.30 -2.30 Dan Basterfield to speak on Reading Bees 

2.30-3.00 Tea and cake 

3.00-4.00 Anne Rowberry to speak on Shopping for the Colony, where, why, how and what bees forage for. 

Tickets for the Dorset Convention are now available for purchase online, and the link to the booking site is 

http://buytickets.at/dorsetbka/186441. Details of the event are given on the booking site, and you can buy 

tickets for either admission only or admission plus lunch. The lunch provided includes cold meats, cheese, 

different salads and a pudding  - it costs £12 

The tickets will be emailed to you – and please make sure you bring them with you. 

You can also pay £10 on the day at the door but you will not be able to buy the lunch as this has to be booked 

in advance. You can bring a packed lunch or buy a lunch with your ticket when booking. 

Other attractions

 
Lin Coleman from Stockbridge Thorne's shop will have a stall selling beekeeping equipment. If you order it 
beforehand I am sure she will bring anything you need with her. 

Northern Bee books will have a stall of books on Beekeeping; if you want a particular book let me or Jerry 
Burbidge know to include it in the collection of books 

Tea and cake provided by Blandford and Sturminster BKA in the afternoon. Lunch is available provided by 
the Willows tea rooms at £12 to include a light lunch with pudding and can be purchased with your ticket or 
bring your own packed lunch. 
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2019 BEGINNERS COURSE
Our annual course for prospective beekeepers will run again in 2019. There are only 25 places 

each year and several have already been booked. 

We would advise anyone to register their interest as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. 
The course is always oversubscribed - it represents excellent value for money and serves as a 

comprehensive introduction to beekeeping and the WDBKA network of support. 

Beginners' Course 2019 
Venue - Bridport Christian Fellowship Hall in East St car park 

Cost - £75 - Secure a place with a £10 non-refundable deposit.
 

Time and dates 7pm - 9.15pm Jan 29th, 5th Feb,(12th Feb is Half Term week, we will have a 
session for frames-building & fish& chips) 19th & 26th Feb, March 5th, 12th, 19th: theory part of 

the course, followed by practical sessions in the apiary on Saturdays in April and May. 

If members are aware of anyone who would like to join the course please refer them to the 
secretary Carole Brown, secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk or our website for further details 

www.westdorsetbees.org.uk 

WDBKA Apiary Update
We had an excellent Apiary meeting on the 2nd September with 20 members attending. We 
were able to make a start on sorting out old frames and comb as well as checking the 4 
colonies and putting on the first Apiguard treatment. 

Hive 3, the old dustbin hive, which looked as though the superseded queen had failed, made 
queen cells on a test frame of eggs we put in on the 2nd of September. As time was running 
out we purchased another queen from Exmoor Bees and she was installed on the 5th 
September. It was fascinating to see how the mood of the hive improved within minutes of her 
going in. A quick check on the 17th of September showed that she was laying. 

We now have 2 queens from Exmoor Bees (Hives 1 and 3), plus 1 queen superseded from 
the Beaminster Swarm (Hive 5) and 1 queen from Chedington (Hive 7), all 2018 queens. 
Fingers crossed that they overwinter better than last year’s colonies. 

All 4 hives have now had their second Apiguard treatment and 3, 5 and 7 have had 2 gallons 
of syrup each. 

At the final meeting of the year, Sunday 7th October at 11am, plan to do the last clean up and 
check the hives are secure for winter. 

Kindly by Carole Astbury 

FONDANT
Any one wanting fondant please contact Sarah More on 01297 489489

It will come in a 12½ kilo box for £16.50
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Brian’s page 

Wax moth cocoons and hatched maggots 
on one of his varroa floors, stored, not 
under the hive!

Has anyone seen bees trying to seal the QX 
with wax like this?

Brian sits his hives on thick slabs of 
insulation material, After treating 
this hive with ApiLifeVar he left some residue 
on the insulation thinking it might deter 
wasps (which are bad this year).
You will see from the photo that the ALV 
biscuits are eating through the insulation!
(dread to think what is in it?) and I thought 
ALV was one of the gentler treatments? 
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WDBKA AGM 13th November 

If any of you would like to put up for committee please feel free to do so, also if there are 
any propositions you wish to put forward please let me know so that they can be put onto 
the agenda for the AGM. 


We are always willing to co-opt anyone with a specific talent to improve our association.


All the existing members of the committee and the AMC Apiary management committee 
are willing to stand again.


WEST DORSET BKA EVENTS COMING SOON …… 

Published for its members by West Dorset Beekeepers Association 
Secretary: Carole Brown 11 North Hill Way, Bridport, Dorset DT6 4JX

Tel 01308 456210 email secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk

DATE TIME EVENT WHERE DETAILS

Tuesday 
16th 

OCTOBER
7.30pm

Talk by Clare Densley  
Bee Unit Manager at Buckfast 

Abbey 
on Pheromone 

Communication

CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 
EAST ST CAR PARK 
BRIDPORT DT6 3 QD

Everyone 
welcome

Sunday 
21st 

October

All day 
event 

Dorset 
County Convention Blandford School

Please see 
article on page 
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Tuesday 
13th 

NOVEMBER

7.30pm WDBKA AGM
CHRISTIAN 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
EAST ST CAR PARK 

BRIDPORT  
DT6 3 QD

Members 
Meeting

Tuesday  
11th 

December

7.30pm WDBKA Pre - Christmas 
get together

CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 
EAST ST CAR PARK 

BRIDPORT  
DT6 3 QD

Everyone 
welcome

Thursday  
11th 

January 
7.30pm

Dr Gerry Brierley Ph.D MA 
Dip.M FCIM 

on Medicinal Apitherapy: A 
journey into the healing 
hive plus discussion on  
Lyme Disease and bee 

venom.

Whitchurch 
Canonicorum  

Village Hall 
DT6 6RF

Everyone 
welcome

Sunday 
20th  

January  
2019

1230pm 
for  

1pm
New Year get together 

Lunch
Bridport & West 
Dorset Golf Club 

DT6 4PS

Smart casual 
dress please 
Menu in 
December NL

mailto:secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk

