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Chairmans Ramblings
I do hope you and your colonies are thriving and in good health.  

I suspect your bees like mine don’t really know what the weather will be like from one 
minute to the next. I saw one forecast that said June will be wet and windy and the 
summer will start the 2nd half of July and last a month longer than normal. I suspect we 
will see poorly mated virgins with all the problems that that involves again this year 
too. Do watch out as some colonies are very low on stores and not feeding their young 
properly. This will only produce poor quality workers. 

As you will have heard, Kevin found a case of EFB in the Marshwood Vale. Kevin is 
busy checking colonies within a 3k radius as well as around other outbreaks further 
east. He has been to Brian and my apiaries and I am relieved to say we are clear. Brian 
came to help when Kevin came to me. He and I prepared the hives for Kevin and then 
put them back together again after he had checked them. There’s a lot of hive furniture 
with WBCs as well as the double broods. We ploughed through them completing the 
task in about 2 hours. Please inspect your bees carefully for disease. Kevin is still trying 
to find the source of all these odd annual cases. 

After Kevin left, I found a 
lethargic Queen Hornet on my 
bedroom floor. The previous week 
my neighbour showed me one 
she’d caught on her window and I 
suspect this was the same one. The 
poor European Hornets like our 
bees must be having a very 
difficult time with this on/off 
weather. 

Queen European Hornet 
(Vespa crabro)

http://www.dorsetbees.org.uk
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JUNE Varroa Count - Consider controls for more than 1 mite per day

FERA/Managing Varroa Booklet See page 34/35 - figure 54

They would normally have nests by now. She obligingly walked on my finger 
where I fed her honey, a relatively huge amount (compared to a queen Bumble 
bee), we also dripped some water on to make it a bit more digestible. After a while 
I walked her on a stick smeared with more honey and we left her outside 
munching. 
After about half an hour she was still very lethargic so I put out my finger, she 
walk on and I bore her into the house where she walked off onto a towel in which 
was wrapped my yogurt production on the Aga. She almost immediately started to 
clean herself. Later we came back and she had escaped from her container but was 
still on the towel and was moving her wings, so again when presented with a 
finger she walked on and I carried her outside. She flew up and circled us in ever-
increasing circles and flew off. We wished her well and success in raising a family, 
hopefully in my garden. An amazing beautiful creature, a real celebration of us 
being free of EFB! 
Please remember these insects have a right not be killed by humans who are 
generally so horribly keen to kill any other creatures. 

The cousins of our bees, the hornets and the wasps have such a bad press in spite 
of being gentle, minding their own business (unless their nest is attacked) and 
playing an important role in the life of this planet.  Kevin has seen too many queen 
hornets this year, been killed by ignorant people thinking they are Asian Hornets 
and shoved in the deep freeze. Professor Steve Martin said last year that the 
creature that would suffer the most because of all this hype in the papers would be 
our gentle European Hornet and this is happening. The only hornet you need to 
worry about is not the one who may sit on your hive for a while but the one 
hawking in front of it. That will be the immigrant Asian Hornet that you need to 
photograph and send the pictures to Kevin or Julian.  

Best Wishes to you and your bees. 
Sarah More  
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Thoughts on Queen marking and clipping by Brian Godfrey 

To me, marking your Queen seems a good idea, it 
expedites finding her when you need to quickly  
and helps to determine  who has swarmed if you 
miss a queen cell. 

If you adhere to the colour/year code convention 

Will  1 or 6  White 
You 2 or 7  Yellow 
Raise 3 or 8  Red 
Good 4 or 9  Green 
Bees 5 or 0  Blue 

One small dot on the queens thorax can also let you monitor her age and more 
importantly, know when she has been Superseded, which the bees are very clever at 
doing without you realizing, unless you have marked the original queen. 

I have a marked Red Queen, so I know she is now 3 years old, in another hive I have 
found an unmarked Queen when my records say there should be a marked Blue Queen, 
so I know that they have raised a new Queen, without marking I would never know. 

If you decide to mark your Queen, I find the easiest way is with a “crown of 
thorns” (metal not plastic) and a proprietary marker pen and do practice on a few 
drones before risking the Queen. 

I don’t like to damage my Queens by clipping their wings but last year I changed my 
mind in one situation, on a weekly inspection I found loaded Queen Cells, so split the 
colony with an artificial swarm, but on the next inspection of the original colony there 
were more Q/C’s, was it another attempt at swarming or a Supersedure? The position 
of the Q/C’s wasn’t positive enough to give me any confidence in which it was (mid 
frame Supersedure, frame bottom swarm) so I destroyed them, but on the next 
inspection there were more Q/C’s and I hadn’t the spare equipment or desire to do 
another artificial swarm but I did not want to lose any bees to swarming either, so for 
the first time ever it seemed appropriate to clip one of the Queens wings, so she 
couldn’t swarm !  With a small sharp set of scissors and thin gloves it isn’t as hard as 
you think. (We both survived !) 

What happened ? They settled down and did nothing, so it was all bluff but at least I 
could relax knowing that I had control of the situation.  I still don’t routinely clip my 
Queens wings but there are some circumstances, such as after her first artificial 
swarming, when clipping can be a useful option, and at that stage you have her 
daughters about to hatch should you mess up badly.
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EFB European Foul Brood in WEST DORSET

Please inspect your colonies very carefully for evidence of EFB

Symptoms of EFB  

An infected colony may show some or all of the signs below: 

 • Erratic or uneven brood pattern; 
 • Twisted larvae with creamy-white guts visible through the body wall; 
 • Melted down, yellowy white larvae; 
 • An unpleasant sour odour; 
 • Loosely-attached brown scales; 
 • Unlike AFB, the remains of larvae that die from EFB do not rope when 

drawn out with a matchstick. 

Please go to website for full details 
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=88 

Copied from NBU Website  

If in any doubt at all please contact Kevin Pope SBI   
Tel Mobile 07775 119 466 email kevin.pope@fera.gsi.gov.uk 

HAVE YOU -   CHECKED YOUR STOCKS OF 
HONEY JARS & LIDS - Plus Varroa treatments too?

Hilary has kindly found the best prices for you so don’t forget 
to order by the 13th June

Full details attached on how to order

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=88
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=88
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SWARMS

 If you would like to go on the WDBKA Swarm 
list for 2016 please let me know either by 

phone or email  - Carole - Secretary 

Change of Date - BOIL UP OF DIRTY FRAMES 

SUNDAY 5th JUNE

STARTING AT 0900HRS 

Kindly at Geoff Spicer’s premises at Waytown 

Please bring with you 2/3 bags of washing soda each and if you can bring some 
water in some containers that would be great, to put into the oil drum plus any old 

wood to keep the fire going. 

Please clean off most the old wax and tie frames in 4/5s top and bottom and put a 
distinguishing mark on the frames to identify them. 

Geoff would like to stagger the timings for people, to speed up proceedings. I will give 
you a time to go or if you cannot make it and want some cleaned up please let me 

know and one of us will take them for you.   Carole Sec

Beehive Making Course 
If you are interested in making your own beehive, Axminster Tools 
are running a course in November. The places go very quickly so if 
you are interested, investigate this link….

 http://www.axminsterskillcentre.co.uk/course/Bee-Hive-Making-58.htm 
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FOR SALE - LOCAL WEST DORSET BEES now available

6 National 14x12 frames of bees with 2016 Queen - £155, or £190 to 
include new Paynes Poly Nuc

6 National standard frames of bees with 2016 Queen - £145, or £180 to 
include new Paynes Poly Nuc

Above also available to WDBKA past and present course members to view 
and help raise from Queen cell stage if desired.

Also some overwintered 2015 Queen stock available but require swarm 
management skills and equipment.

Inspection of all stock invited and help available with delivery and installation 
if required

Either contact via Carole, Sarah or Brian

Congratulations are in order 🐝🐝  

Carole Astbury passed the BBKA Module 3 with Credit - 
Well Done!

Perhaps more can be be persuaded to do the basic exam - all practical no sitting at 
a desk this time! You must have kept bees for a year.
Just let me know if you would like to have a go - I have attached the application 
form. Forms have to be completed and sent to Terry Payne by Mid July please.

If any of the more experienced beekeepers among you and there are many who 
are interested in learning more and perhaps taking the BBKA Modules of which 
there are several:-
Module 1 - Bee Husbandry - recommended
Module 2 - Forage & Bee Products - little more difficult
Module 3 - Pests & Diseases
No 4
Module 5 - Bee Anatomy 
Module 6 - Bee Behaviour
Module 7 - Genetics
Module 8 - History of Beekeeping
Then General Husbandry - Practical Course - having  2 Examiners on the day
If there are any of you that are interested in any of these please contact 
Lesley Gasson - County Education Officer on lmgasson@btinternet.com or tel 
01258 861690 to see what courses the County will be running over the winter 
period.

mailto:lmgasson@btinternet.com
mailto:lmgasson@btinternet.com
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DATE TIME EVENT WHERE DETAILS
SATURDAY 
4th JUNE

10:30AM APIARY MEETING FOR ALL BEEKEEPERS NETHERBURY APIARY 
PARK FARM DT6 5LY

CLEAN SUITS 
PLEASE

SATURDAY 
2nd JULY

10:30AM APIARY MEETING FOR ALL BEEKEEPERS 
with Geoff Buckland Master Beekeeper

NETHERBURY APIARY 
PARK FARM DT6 5LY

CLEAN SUITS 
PLEASE

SATURDAY 
6th AUGUST

10:30AM APIARY MEETING FOR ALL BEEKEEPERS NETHERBURY APIARY 
PARK FARM DT6 5LY

CLEAN SUITS 
PLEASE

WEST DORSET BKA EVENTS COMING SOON …… 

Published for its members by West Dorset Beekeepers Association 
Secretary: Carole Brown 11 North Hill Way, Bridport, Dorset DT6 4JX

Tel 01308 456210 email secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk

FREE BEEKEEPING DAY 
ESPECIALLY FOR DORSET BEEKEEPERS 

PLEASE MAKE AN EFFORT TO COME ALONG 

Sunday 17th July  

Bee Health & Husbandry Day  
at Stratton Village Hall Nr Dorchester 

This is going to be run by our new Regional Bee Inspector, Julian Parker.  The 
programme for the Day will be circulated in Honeycraft this month with 

information.   
It will be an interesting and informative day and the chance to meet our new 

Regional Bee Inspector and Giles Budge head of the National 
Beekeeping Unit  

plus our local SBI Kevin Pope  

Try and keep this date free to come along - it will be a very good 
learning day 

Please let me know if you intend to go, as County wish to know numbers from each Association 
Tel 01308 456210 

secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk 

mailto:secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk
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