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NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2016

GREETINGS FORM OUR NEW CHAIRMAN

Many thanks to all of you who attended the AGM last week. It was good to see such a 
turnout, probably the best for a few years.
 
At the AGM I was elected Chair for this year, replacing Sarah who has been Chair for the 
last 3 years. Many thanks to her for doing such a good job. Fortunately Sarah will be 
staying on the committee and we're also lucky that Carole and Chris have agreed to 
continue as Secretary and Treasurer. 

Sally (Beeson) has stepped down as Membership Secretary, many thanks to her for her 
excellent work and we welcome Sally Gray who has taken on this role. 
Otherwise the committee is much the same as before and I'd like to thank all the 
committee members who do such a good job keeping WDBKA running so smoothly.

We will soon be considering how best to manage the Association apiary at Netherbury for 
the year ahead, there's our annual lunch in January, another course for beginners 
(starting end of January), a selection of talks and events and of course Melplash Show.

We will also be discussing trying a few other different things too this year.

WDBKA has a good number of members and friends and we aim to offer events that are 
of interest to as many as possible. If you have any ideas that you'd like to add then 
please do, we welcome your suggestions and look forward to hearing from you. We also 
look forward to seeing you at all our get-togethers throughout the coming year.
 
Hilary Moir
Chairman
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I do hope you and your colonies are thriving and in good health.  

There seems no let up in the work that needs to be done for the colonies. My fault for having so 
many I suppose. I had a bit of time off to start getting the garden ready for winter and now must 
return to bee work. The super frames have all been scraped and there is only one batch left to 
treat with acetic acid, this is to kill any nosema spores (and wax moth larvae). They are then 
returned to the stack outside under a cover with a mesh screen on top to let in the light and frost 
to deter and kill wax moth.  Used brood frames either ok to go back into the colonies or tired 
ones that are suitable for bait hives have already been done. There is still a batch of well used or 
poor quality brood frames still to go through the steam extractor to both sterilize the frames and 
salvage any wax for selling. I cut wax out of tired looking super frames and then put the frames 
quickly through the steam extractor to cook them. I don’t put super wax through the steam 
extractor as it comes out very dark, more suitable for furniture polish, I melt it in the bottom of 
the Aga, collect the wax and use the debris and paper towel through which it was strained to 
light the fire. Tired frames also are used as kindling; it’s frightening how well they burn. I try not 
to use brood frames for more than 3 or 4 years to reduce the risk of disease; seconds are so 
cheap to buy in 50s in the sales. 

All the dummy boards, ekes and spare crown boards are now clean. Soon I will make a few 
more crown boards, they are easy to make out of ply and strips of pine. I like single sided ones; 
no need to check to see which side was down before you removed it! Not important in WBCs 
but I think very important with Nationals so that you don’t stick the roof down and then drop it 
down onto the bees when you manage to get it unstuck. I forgot to remind you to remove glass 
crown boards for the winter as you get a lot of condensation under them which drips onto the 
cluster. Remember it is damp that kills overwintering colonies, not cold. It’s never too late to 
replace a glass one if you have one still on.  

I still have the queen excluders to do; I put them off till last. I scrape the wax off them all first 
for melting down and once they are all done, I scrape the propolis off them all. I store it in a 
waste honey jar and sell it. 

Before Christmas I will scrape all the steam extracted frames because after Christmas it is time 
to get on with fitting in the foundation. I also have some wild comb, which I cut and fix into 
super frames. The bees will complete the work. I use a radial extractor so I can spin unwired 
frames: occasionally the odd one blows, which is quite exciting. I find the radial one quick to 
use as there is no turning of frames and even better a little honey is left for the bees to clean out. 
It can be a dangerous time for the bees when you remove the honey, the flows have often 
finished abruptly and the bees may have little room in a single brood box for stores, so there is a 
chance of starvation. A little left on and in the frames is no bad thing. 

.

MORE Ramblings
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Note from the Editor 

As this is the last Newsletter for 2016 
I would like to thank everyone who 

has contributed Please keep the bee 

news coming in 

Carole 
secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk 

Some of you will treat your bees with Apibioxal this winter. Do remember you can’t treat the same 
bees twice, so wait until conditions are right for maximum efficacy. I use it on some of the 
broodless colonies in the summer as well as in the winter, as of course the bees, except maybe the 
queen, are not be the same ones.  If the colony is treated when it has no sealed brood then the mites 
are all phoretic and the acid will give you a mite kill rate of over 95% probably nearer 98%. 
Do mix it as per the instructions and it will produce an acid with a ph of 1. This kills the mites and 
not the bees. If there are eggs and unsealed brood present, don’t worry it will not damage them. If 
sealed brood is present then of course 98% of the mites will be protected in the cells. Don’t be 
afraid to quickly open the hive and check to see if there is sealed brood present. The combs retain 
the heat well and the bees will very quickly raise the temperate again. It’s a good opportunity to put 
emptied store frames to the outside and push the full ones in and also to make sure the cluster is 
under the central escape hole so that they can get to the fondant. A wrap of insulation over it is a 
good thing. My colonies all get a Christmas present of fondant, some small ones had an early one 
and when they have finished it, another on demand. I don’t let them run out. They will only take it 
if they need it. 

A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and your bees. 

Kindly by Sarah More

Skep Making Course 2017
Would anyone be interested in going on a 

one day skep making course next year?  

Please contact Secretary 
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National Honey Show 2016, Sandown Park Racecourse 

Undeterred by a broken leg, I made it to the National Honey Show in October to take advantage 
of my Blue Riband, free admission award from the Melplash Show. The Honey Show was at a 
new venue, Sandown Park racecourse which is modern and spacious with the exhibits, trade 
stands and catering all in the same building. 

I had booked onto 2 workshops so this year didn’t get to any of the lectures. The morning was 
taken up with “Pampering Potions” run by Dr Sarah Robb. Sarah started making soap when she 
stopped working to have a family and was then given some honey by a neighbour which she 
found vastly improved her recipes and helped her daughter’s skin problems. She has now 
published several books on making skin products using honey and beeswax.  

The techniques were very straightforward and all achievable using standard kitchen equipment 
as well as readily available cooking oils such as olive, sunflower and coconut. We all left with 
soap, lip balm, body butter and face cream. I will bring what I made and the recipes to the 
December meeting if anyone is interested to try them.  

We ended with advice on shelf life (normally a year) plus the current EU regulations about 
labelling (international nomenclature for cosmetic ingredients), and safety assessments which I 
hadn’t realised have to be professionally undertaken for the recipes of any products which are 
sold. 

The afternoon was taken up with a Mead Making 
and Tasting Workshop run by Ron Hunter, an 
absolute enthusiast home brewer who only started 
beekeeping because he couldn’t obtain good 
enough honey to make mead. Having made 2 
batches of slightly dubious mead which are now 
hopefully maturing, I found it very useful to see a 
practical demonstration of techniques and pitfalls. 
We ended with a blind tasting, including Ron’s prize 
winning show entry which fortunately most of us 
scored over a commercial supermarket ‘mead 
drink’. 

I just about had time to hobble round the 
impressive exhibits and the trade stands and 
although some of the beekeeping suppliers were 
absent, there was plenty to see, especially the 
Northern Bee Books stand – so useful to be able to 
look through the huge selection before buying. 

It was definitely worth the effort. 

Kindly by Carole Astbury
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BUYING IN BULK IS A GREAT SAVING FOR 
WDBKA MEMBERS! 

FOUNDATION, JANUARY 2017 order 
Now is the time to get organised for next season  

Please check what foundation your require. 

The order form will be sent out in the January Newsletter with the 
most up to date prices 

Don’t forget it is always a good idea to change your brood comb on a regular 
basis — also not to stock pile as the bees accept fresh foundation better 

2017 BEGINNERS COURSE

Our annual course for prospective beekeepers will run again in 2017. 

There are  already 25 students and we are now starting a reserve list. 

Venue - Bridport Christian Fellowship Hall in East St car park  
Cost - £60 - Secure a place with a £10 non-refundable deposit.

 
Time and Dates - 7-9.15pm Jan 31st, 7th,(14th Feb is Half Term week), 21st & 28th 

Feb, March 7th, 14th, 21st  - theory part of the course, followed by practical 
sessions in the apiary on Saturdays in April and May. 

If members are aware of anyone who would like to join the course please refer 
them to the secretary Carole Brown, secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk or our 

website for further details www.westdorsetbees.org.uk

http://www.westdorsetbees.org.uk
http://www.westdorsetbees.org.uk
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ARE YOUR VARROA COUNTS HIGH NOW? 

Have you checked?

Several of us sadly have had high counts in a few colonies now, which we are 

treating with Hive Clean if we still have some. It has been taken off the market due 

to the treatment having oxalic acid which had to be licensed by the VMD - 

(apparently expensive to do this) - therefore there will be a new approved product 

soon on the market in 2017 by BeeVital called Varromed.

Winter Treatment

WDBKA will be doing a Bulk buy of the licensed API-BIOXAL for members.

You to administer late December or early January when sealed brood is minimal or 
absent. 

Please check your bees for varroa before the December Newsletter arrives if you wish to 
treat your bees.

Sally Boxall will kindly put in the order at the most competitive rate. 

The treatment comes in 35g sachets which is enough for 10 colonies @ £7.80 including 
postage.

The contents of the sachet has to be mixed with the correct mix of sugar/water  
Instructions will be given out with each purchase — all very easy.

 
We know several members have under 10 colonies - but we will group you together to 
share the treatment & cost within reason.

Please contact Sally on 01308 420883 em saboxall@btinternet.com 

Sally will put the order in by end of play 5th December 
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WDBKA Christmas Get 
Together  

Bee Film & Raffle 
Mulled Wine and Festive eats 

Members & Partners all very welcome to come and join in the 
the Bee Chat on Tuesday 15th December 2016 at 7.30pm

2017 WDBKA Annual Lunch 
Sunday 22nd January 2017

Menu attached

Membership Renewals 2016 - 2017
Due 1st October

Please note this will be the last Newsletter you will receive if you 
have not renewed your membership by the end of December 2016
Sadly there are several of you that have not paid yet - you can pay 

on line, by cheque or cash to our new Membership Secretary 
Sally Gray full details are on the Membership form on how to pay 

via our website under ‘membership tab’ plus I have attached a form 
to this Newsletter

Thank you to all those who have paid promptly
Carole
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WEST DORSET BKA EVENTS COMING SOON …… 

Published for its members by West Dorset Beekeepers Association 
Secretary: Carole Brown 11 North Hill Way, Bridport, Dorset DT6 4JX

Tel 01308 456210 email secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk

DATE TIME EVENT WHERE DETAILS

TUESDAY 
13TH 

DECEMBER

7.30PM WDBKA  
CHRISTMAS GET 

TOGETHER

CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 
EAST ST CAR PARK 

BRIDPORT  
DT6 3QD

Bee Film 
Raffle 
Festive eats  
& Mulled Wine

SUNDAY 
22ND 

JANUARY 
2017

12.30PM 
for  

1.PM

WDBKA 
BEEKEEPERS  

LUNCH

BRIDPORT & WEST 
DORSET GOLF CLUB

THURSDAY 
9TH 

FEBRUARY 
2017

7.30PM
WDBKA & EAST DEVON 

JOINT MEETING 
DEREK MITCHELL

WHITCHURCH 
CANONICORUM 
VILLAGE HALL 

DT6 6RF

TALKING ON 

Insulation or lack 
of in different 

hives 

EAST DEVON TALKS 7.30PM KILMINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Thursday 1st  Dec -  A presentation by Lyme Bay Winery on their origins, development 
and present range of country wines, as supplied to M&S and other outlets.  They have 
several, all for tasting and purchase at discounted price or a voucher discount (mechanism 
to be decided).  
 

ANYONE WANTING FONDANT
Please contact Sarah on  01297 489489 

or 
email    s.more1@btinternet.com 

mailto:s.more1@btinternet.com
mailto:secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk
mailto:s.more1@btinternet.com

